Introduction
Site 41SM91 is an ancestral Caddo habitation site on an upland landform east of the Neches River, in the area of Lake Palestine, a large reservoir constructed on the Neches River in the East Texas Pineywoods ( Figure 1) ; the dam is located about 11 km south of the site (Johnson 1961 : Figure 1 ). The site was found and recorded during a 19 survey of the proposed reservoir ood pool, and Johnson (1961: ) described it as a large Frankston Focus habitation site located in a cultivated eld on the slope of a large hill to the east of the Neches oodplain . large assemblage of ceramic vessel sherds were collected from the surface of the site during the archaeological survey, and these sherds are in the collections of the Texas Archeological Research Laboratory at the University of Texas at Austin. 
Ceramic Vessel Sherd Assemblage
The 1957 surface collection from 41SM91 has 288 ceramic vessel sherds (Table 1) , including 191 sherds with decorative elements from utility ware and ne ware vessels. The plain to decorated sherd ratio for this assemblage is 0.51, consistent with a Late Caddo period, Frankston phase occupation in the upper Neches River basin. All three wares are almost exclusively from grog-tempered vessels (99.3 percent). Only 0.7 percent of the sherds are from bone-tempered vessels (see Table 1 ). The assemblage from 41SM191 is also dominated by decorated sherds from utility ware vessels: 90.5 percent of the decorated rim and body sherds are from utility ware vessels, compared to only 9.5 percent that are from engraved ne wares. About 76 percent of the sherds have brushed or brushed-incised decorative elements (Table 2) . These brushed and brushed-incised sherds are from Bullard Brushed vessels (see Suhm and Jelks 1962) with a range of decorative elements based on the direction of brushing marks on vessel rim and body sections, as well as having occasional incised lines that either parallel or overlap the brushing marks. Other utility wares have incised (7.9 percent of the decorated sherds) ( sherd assemblages; the percentage of other wet paste decorations (i.e., incised, incised-punctated, punctated, etc.) on sherds; changes in the ratio of plain to decorated sherds (P/DR); and the ratio of brushed sherds to other wet paste decorated sherds (Table 3) . These analyses have led to the recognition of six temporal sequent groups of assemblages, dating from as early as ca. A.D. 1000-1200 in the Early Caddo period (Group VI) to Historic Caddo ceramic assemblages (Group I) that date after ca. A.D. 1680. Anderson et al. (1974) Using these sherd assemblage metrics to assess the temporal placement of the Caddo occupation at 41SM91 indicates that the occupation may well date to the middle part of the Late Caddo period Frankston phase, especially given the proportion of brushed sherds and the proportion of other decorated wet paste sherds (see Table 3 ). Given the overall character of the sherd metrics summarized in Table 3 , I suggest that the Caddo occupation of 41SM91 may well have begun in the mid-16th century, and ended sometime in the late Frankston phase (Group II).
Ceramic Pipe Sherd Assemblage
There are two ceramic elbow pipe sherds in the artifact assemblage from 41SM91. The rst is a Var. B elbow pipe fragment. This elbow pipe form has a aring bowl and a distal stem knob, with three horizontal engraved lines on the stem and lower bowl (Perttula 2011:215 and Figure 6-23) . Such pipes have been found in ca. A.D. 1400-1560 contexts at a number of upper Neches River basin sites, generally consistent with the ceramic sherd data discussed above. The other elbow pipe sherd is from a Neches style grog-tempered pipe (see Jackson 1933) with at least one row of small circular punctations on the heel or base of the bowl.
Summary and Conclusions
41SM91 is a Frankston phase habitation site on an upland landform east of the Neches River in the upper Neches River basin. The site was recorded in 1957 during the course of an archaeological survey of then proposed Blackburn Crossing Reservoir, now Lake Palestine. During the archaeological survey a large assemblage of plain and decorated Caddo vessel sherds was collected, along with two decorated elbow pipe sherds. The stylistic character of the utility ware and ne ware sherds, as well as the elbow pipe sherds, indicates that this Caddo site was likely occupied between ca. A.D. 1560-1650 by an ancestral Caddo group af liated with a larger community in the upper Neches River basin. The speci c ethnic identity of this ancestral Caddo group is not known, as no Caddo groups were living in this part of East Texas at the time European explorers and chroniclers visited the area. Ancient DNA analyses of human remains from ancestral Caddo sites in this region, as well as in other East Texas locales would provide important and unique insights into the native history of the Caddo peoples from the time of the earliest known Caddo settlements in East Texas.
